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Abstract The rules that govern scientific naming in botany (including phycology and 
mycology) are revised at Nomenclature Section meetings at successive International 
Botanical Congresses. The most recent edition of the International Code of Botanical 
Nomenclature (Vienna Code) embodies the decisions of the XVII International Botanical 
Congress held in Vienna in 2005 and supersedes the Saint Louis Code. This paper presents an 
account of the main differences between the two Codes, including those related with starting 
points, effective publication, valid publication, fossil plants, pleomorphic fungi, orthography, 
and the Appendices. 
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